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640 NOTICES OF NEW BOOKS. 

a knowledge of law could be picked up from a collection of legal deci- 
sions. 

We do not mean, as we have already said, to detract, by these observa- 
tions, from the value of Messrs. Littleton & Blatchley's work. It has its 
proper place, which it will worthily fill. We only wish to enter our pro- 
test, as we have always done before, against the use of books of this 
character by those who have not had any regular legal education. It is 
a constant incentive to litigation; for it adds the disputes of sciolists 
to the controversies of the learned. It is far better for business men, if 
they wish to become their own lawyers, to be guided by their unaided 
common sense, which will, in most cases, bring them out right, than to 
attempt to reason from law books, which will, in most cases, lead them 
astray. H. W. 

Reports of Cases in Law and Equity, determined in the Supreme Court of 
the State of Iowa. By Thos. F. Withrow, Beporter. Vol. IV., being Vol. 
XII. of the Series. Des Moines : Mills, Brothers. 1862. 

We have here the fourth volume of Mr. Withrow's Reports. In our 
judgment it is great praise, and well deserved by Mr. W., and, we are 
sorry to say, not always by others, that every page of his reports bears 
testimony to his laborious and faithful devotion to the work committed to 
his care, in preparing for publication the decisions of the highest judicial 
tribunal of a sovereign state. It is a trust of no small significance, and 
one which is not only to affect the present, but all future dwellers within 
its dominions. And any man not fully impressed with the grave respon- 
sibility of the charge, is certainly not fitted to undertake or to discharge it. 

It is painful to see how much of the law-book making of the country is 
disfigured, not to say disgraced, by the penny saving and labor saving, not 
to the reader, but to the writer, everywhere apparent upon it. The love 
of ease, and the love of money, seem to have eaten out the life and the 
heart of this great empire; and law books, even, have, in too many instances, 
become a sham and a shadow in everything but the price. There is cer- 
tainly quite too much of this apparent in by far the largest proportion of 
our state reports. From any suspicion of this fault, not to say crime, we 
are glad to be able to fully acquit Mr. Withrow. 

It is saying all we need say in praise of this volume, that it fully sus- 
tains the established credit of its predecessors. I. F. R. 



